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Growing Pains Are a Good Thing...I Think. 
By Pastor Nate 
 
Itõs hard to believe that 2 years have gone by since I first began to serve you as your pastor here in our St. Johnõs family.  We 
have experienced quite a bit in these first 2 years together.  As we have grown, we have certainly met some growing pains along 
the way, havenõt we?  Iõm reminded as 2011 comes to a close that growing is a good thing, but can sometimes be  
challenging and painful.  
 
Did you know that 76 new people have joined St. Johnõs in membership this year?  Weõve also had 12 baptisms, 9 weddings, 
and have 51 students in Confirmation this year.  That is incredible.  Almost all of our ministry areas have seen the Lord stretch-
ing and growing them in some way over the past 12 months, which has been fun to watch, but challenging at the same time.  
One of the big tasks we set out to accomplish this year was to seek additional pastoral staff to better serve our congregation of 
over 1200 members.  Pastor Mike Blackwell has been a wonderful answer to that search process and prayers this year!  He is a 
great addition to our team, and many of you have experienced the benefits of his pastoral ministry among us. 
 
Weõve also been challenged to make some significant contributions to the larger Church as well.  I get regular phone calls and 
emails from other congregations who ask me, òHey Nate, how does St. Johnõs do this type of ministry?  Weõre growing, and we 
need some help!ó  What a great blessing it is for us to have the opportunity to serve other congregations, too!  I pray that the 
Lord would continue to use us in that way to help other congregations that have a heart to connect people to Jesus!  One of 
the very large tasks that we have undertaken in this regard was to begin the Vicarage Program here at St. Johnõs.  St. Johnõs is 
now a training ground for future pastors in our church denomination.  Carl Grulke, our student pastor, has now been with us 
for 3 months.  In August 2012, we will send him off to serve another congregation as their pastor, so that more people are  
connected to a relationship with Jesus Christ.    
 
We have great challenges in front of us in 2012, too...and most of them have to do with physical space.  Over a year ago, we 
had to make a very difficult change in the Sunday morning worship schedule to accommodate the growth of our Sunday 
School and band-led worship during the 9:40 a.m. time.  The positive side of that change is that we have more volunteers  
helping in Sunday School today than we ever have, and we were able to stop guests from leaving because they couldnõt find a 
place to sit at the very crowded 9:40 a.m. worship time!  That change has been a significant growing pain for some of us.   
 
I canõt list them all, but weõve got other growing pains among us these days, too.  Where do we hold the blood pressure  
screenings on Sunday morning?  A flu-shot clinic on Sunday morning?  An adult education class for more than 17 people on a 
Sunday morning? (some of you tried to jam 28 people into the Library one Sunday for a Bible class...it got very warm Iõm told!)  
If we wanted to encourage the 51 Confirmation students to attend the Middle School Sunday School class on Sunday morning, 
where would they meet?  And by the way, where should we have the nursery/childcare room (and yes, young moms...we hear 
you.  The room off of the front of the Sanctuary is not ideal!)  Oh...and parking, I hear itõs crazy out there on Sunday morning 
(Iõm glad the Public Library got their parking lot finished before the winter set in.  Thank you, Jesus for the nice weather this 
month). 
 
Growing pains are a good thing...I think.  Actually, I know it...but sometimes it doesnõt feel that way. 
 
2012 and beyond is going to be an exciting window of time as we tackle these challenges together as a church family.  One day 
in the future, we will look back at these growing pains, smile and say, òdo you remember the days when we had all those  
growing pains?ó  I look forward to growing with you as we step into the future that the Lord has in store for us.  One day, 
these growing pains will be gone, because the Lord is faithful, and so are you!  May He guard and keep our days together for 
the journey in 2012! 



Library News 
Our first Book Talk, Power, Politics and the Mis-

souri Synod: A conflict That Changed American 

Christianity led by Vicar Car Grulke, was very 

informative and successful.  Thanks to all for 

coming and being part of this group.  Watch for 

information on the next Book Talk.  

Donôt forget that the Library has ac-

quired a number of Christmas stories 

and DVDs available for your usage.  

Books and CDs also can also be 

checked out during the week.  Our next meetings: 

Monday, December 5 at 10:00 a.m. and Monday, 

January 9 at 10:00 a.m. 
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Womenôs Guild Christmas Party 
The Womenôs Guild Christmas Party is 

Thursday, December 1 at Noon in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Please bring either hors 

dôoeuvres or a dessert.  Donôt forget your 

secret pal gift! 

Diamonds in the Rough 
On Tuesday, December 6 the Diamonds will 

hold their Christmas Party at the Armor Inn 

Tap Room, 5381 Abbott Road in Hamburg 

beginning at 11:30 a.m..  Come for a fun  

afternoon of fellowship and food!   
 

The Diamonds do not meet in January! 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

There will not be a newsletter in 

December.  The February News-

letter Deadline is Monday,  

January 16 at 10:00 a.m.   

The monthly calendars are  

updated on the website 

(www.stjohnsop.com) with any 
new event changes.  Thanks! 

Christmas Decorating 
Please join us for Christmas decorating on      

Saturday, December 3 at 8:30 a.m.  Itôs lots of 

fun and it will put you in the Christmas spirit!  

Please mark the Fellowship of Worship form. 

The Season Of Advent 
With the Christmas Season approaching and our lives very hectic, 

Advent is a time to prepare ourselves for the birth of Jesus.  

Please take time to pick up a devotional book or Lutheran Indian 

Ministries Advent Devotions 2011, from the brochure racks in the 

Lobby or outside the Church Office.  The Library has lots of 

books to enjoy.   
 

Advent Worship Services are Wednesday, November 30,  

December 7 and 14 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a Advent Potluck 

Dinner on Wednesday, November 30 at 6:00 p.m.  Please use 

this time to prepare for the birth of Jesus and enjoy this Advent 

Season!  Merry Advent! 

Poinsettia Orders 
This year the Poinsettia Plant Or-

der Forms will be at the Welcome 

Center next to the ñPoinsettia 

Boxò  Please fill out the form and 

leave a check (made out to St. 

Johnôs Lutheran Church) for the amount of plants you 

would like to order.  The cost is $7.00 per plant.  An-

other ñPoinsettia Boxò is in the Church Office if that 

is more convenient.  Deadline is December 4.  Donôt 

wait too long to order!!!!! 

Christmas Caroling ~  

Friday December 16. 
Join us as we spread the joy of Christmas 

with our shut ins and local nursing homes.  

This is a family event and fun for all ages!  

We will meet at the church at 6:00 p.m.  

Please check the Fellowship of Worship 

form if you would like to spread the joy 

of Christmas to others 

 

The Church Office 

is closed  

Monday,  

December 26  

for staff to 

recuperate! 

Altar Flower Chart  
 

The 2012 Altar Flower Chart is up for 

you to mark you special celebration.  

Cost is $10.00 and monies can be put in 

the offering plate.  Please mark your 

envelope ñAltar Flowers.ò  Thanks! 
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Pastoral Care Resources From Your Church 
Do you have a case of the ñChristmas bluesò?  Do you find the Christmas season emotionally heavy and diffi-

cult this year because of setbacks or sadness in your life?  ñThe Longest Nightò (also called ñBlue Christmasò) 

is a service for those who are grieving which gives folks an opportunity to remember their losses even as the 

Christmas story is told.  St. Johnôs will host a ñLongest Nightò service Sunday, December 18 at 7:00 p.m.  If 

such a service would help you journey through this Christmas season, please come.  Or if you know anyone 

who would benefit from such a service, please invite them to join us.   
 

Hope and Healing Long-term Care Support Group 
If you live with a chronic condition or have responsibility to care for someone who does, consider joining our 

Hope and Healing Support Group which meets monthly under the leadership of Rev. Dr. David Wurster from 

Samaritan Counseling Center.  Next meeting is Sunday, December 11 at 2:30 p.m. in West Room II.  
 

Pastoral Care 
Do you have a pastoral care need and would like a visit from a Pastor?  Fill in the pastoral care request on the 

Fellowship of Worship form in the bulletin or call the Church Office (662-4747 ext. 313).  
 

         Christmas peace and joy, Pastor Mike 

From the Fellowship and Outreach Teams  
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Trunk or Treat.  There were 42 vehicles decorated and we 

passed out treats to 176 children (St. Johnôs children and also children from the surrounding communities).  

Thank you for the candy donations - we had enough for everyone!  We look forward to next yearôs event and 

ask that you put it on your calendar as soon as the date is announced! 
 

There will not be an adult Christmas Party this year, but we have 

planned two fellowship events for January.  We will have family 

movie night on Saturday, January 14 at 6:00 p.m. (pizza, refresh-

ments and popcorn will be served).  We will announce the movie 

in a few weeks!  There will also be a Winter Festival Family Game 

Night on Saturday, January 28 at 5:30 p.m. Bring your favorite 

game and a dish to pass (appetizer, side dish or dessert).  We will provide roast beef sand-

wiches, pizza and refreshments.  All ages are invited.  Join us for these fun ówinter eve-

ningô fellowship events!   
 

The next meeting is Monday, January 16 at 6:00 p.m.  If you would like to join our team, 

contact Ted Szpara (675-6981) or Wendy Cicero 

(662-4747 ext. 302; wendy@stjohnsop.com). 

Do You Enjoy Working With Children?   

Do You Want To Get More Involved In St. Johnôs? 

Are You Looking For A Way To Tithe Your Time and Talents?  
 

Volunteering for Child Care may be the answer!!  We need your help  

caring for children (age 6 months-4 years) during 9:40 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

worship.  Our schedule is currently on a two and a half to three month  

rotation (only 4-5 times a year).  This is a very rewarding ministry.  You get 

to know the children and really make a powerful impact on their dayéand 

honestly, they will probably make a powerful impact on your day as well.  

Please sign the Fellowship or Worship form or contact Maria Chirico 

(mariachirico22@yahoo.com) to get involved.  Our new schedule will be 

mailed out mid January.  Donôt miss out on this rewarding ministry.  

Travel Opportunities 
 

Pastor Mike  Blackwell is planning two 

travel opportunities in 2012.  He will lead 

a bus tour of the Hudson Valley and New 

York City June 12-16 including stops at 

the United States Military Academy at 

West Point and the Statue of Liberty.   
 

October 30-November 10, he is coordi-

nating a Mediterranean Cruise on the 

Norwegian Jade with stops in Athens and 

Olympia Greece; Ephesus in Turkey; and 

Alexandria, Egypt, concluding with an 

overnight in Rome, Italy.   
 

For brochures and details, please call  

Pastor Mike (771-3474) 

http://www.stjohnsop.com:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=wendy%40stjohnsop.com
http://www.stjohnsop.com:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=mariachirico22%40yahoo.com


One Step/Grow One Step/Or something more creative than that 

Mike Carr, Board of Trustees Vice-President 
 

As I write this message to you I will be the first to admit I do not know all the answers.  As a matter of fact, I 

know a whole less that I would like to admit or have you believe.  However, I would like to share with you 

something I do know.  I know that God has created each of us in His own image.  He has blessed each of us 

with unique gifts to serve one another in a way that brings glory to Him.  He promises to bless us in our 

Spiritual journeys as we grow together in faith, service, and love.  
 

Something else that I know, and would like to share with you, is how I learned about Stewardship and  

giving back to God what He has first given to me (us).  When God speaks to us about ñour moneyò in the 

Scriptures, He talks about His Love for us and our response to His Love and to those He has placed in our 

lives.  I first began to grow in Stewardship (and as a matter of fact Iôm still learning and growing!) by  

witnessing the actions of others who were faithful stewards.  I saw how their actions with their time and 

money were done in love, and not out of guilt or some sort of forced commitment.  It was done in a way that 

brought Glory to God and modeled a behavior that I wanted to have.  I sat down and spoke about ñtithingò to 

a good friend of mine and how he and his family came to be faithful with their money.  I know now that God 

was working through him to teach me how I could respond to Godôs great love in Christ Jesus with my time 

and with my (our) money.  It was one of the greatest gifts that a good friend could share with me because he 

explained it was Christôs love that first strengthened him. 
 

The chart below shows the number of regular givers in our congregation in relation to the average weekly 

gifts that they return to the Lord here at St Johnôs. 

$200 to $300 

per week 
$100 to $200 

per week 
$70 to $100 

per week 
$50 to $70 

per week 
$40 to $50 

per week 
$30 to $40 

per week 
$15 to $30 

per week 

63 

188 

57 

25 

17 

17 

17 

9 

5 

2 

$0 

per week 

.01 to $15 

per week 

$300 and up 

per week 

A Breakdown of St. Johnôs Giving Pattern in 

2011 

Find where you are on this chart 

(your weekly giving) 

Growing One Step: 

Will you grow one step this year? 
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Weekly                         

Income 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9% 10% 12% 15% 

                          

$200  $2.00  $4.00  $6.00  $8.00  $10.00  $12.00  $14.00  $16.00  $18.00  $20.00 $24.00  $30.00  

$300  $3.00  $6.00  $9.00  $12.00  $15.00  $18.00  $21.00  $24.00  $27.00  $30.00 $36.00  $45.00  

$400  $4.00  $8.00  $12.00  $16.00  $20.00  $24.00  $28.00  $32.00  $36.00  $40.00 $48.00  $60.00  

$500  $5.00  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00  $30.00  $35.00  $40.00  $45.00  $50.00 $60.00  $75.00  

$600  $6.00  $12.00  $18.00  $24.00  $30.00  $36.00  $42.00  $48.00  $54.00  $60.00 $72.00  $90.00  

$700  $7.00  $14.00  $21.00  $28.00  $35.00  $42.00  $49.00  $56.00  $63.00  $70.00 $84.00  $105.00  

$800  $8.00  $16.00  $24.00  $32.00  $40.00  $48.00  $56.00  $64.00  $72.00  $80.00 $96.00  $120.00  

$900  $9.00  $18.00  $27.00  $36.00  $45.00  $54.00  $63.00  $72.00  $81.00  $90.00 $108.00  $135.00  

$1,000  $10.00  $20.00  $30.00  $40.00  $50.00  $60.00  $70.00  $80.00  $90.00  $100.00 $120.00  $150.00  

$1,100  $11.00  $22.00  $33.00  $44.00  $55.00  $66.00  $77.00  $88.00  $99.00  $110.00 $132.00  $165.00  

$1,500  $15.00  $30.00  $45.00  $60.00  $75.00  $90.00  $105.00  $120.00  $135.00  $150.00 $180.00  $225.00  

$2,000  $20.00  $40.00  $60.00  $80.00  $100.00  $120.00  $140.00  $160.00  $180.00  $200.00 $240.00  $300.00  

$3,000  $30.00  $60.00  $90.00  $120.00  $150.00  $180.00  $210.00  $240.00  $270.00  $300.00 $360.00  $450.00  

   1.  Find where YOU are on the chart (your weekly income/giving.) 
   2.  Move one block to the left to determine what growing 1% would be for you. 
   3.  Will you grow 1% this year? 

Will You Grow 1% This Year? 

As you look at the pattern of giving in 2011, youôll see that there is a great potential for us as a congregation to 

make a greater impact in our congregation, community, and world with our finances.  What kind of impact could 

we make as a congregation if we each took one step up in 2012?  That would be an exciting year of ministry if we 

all committed to that! 
 

The Lord challenges us to think about our giving in terms of proportional giving rather than specific dollar 

amounts.  The Scriptures encourage us to consider our giving in terms of percentages.  As you find yourself in the 

chart above, I want to encourage you to think about your giving in terms of percentage giving.   
 

As your elected Board of Trustees, we will be putting the budget together for 2012 in the coming weeks.  As we 

do so, we like you to consider what your giving will be to the Lordôs work among us in 2012.  Weôd also like to 

issue each of you a challenge for 2012.  Will you grow one step this next year?  Will you grow 1% this year in 

your giving?  Please prayerfully consider what the Lord might want to do through your giving in 2012!   

Commitment Weekend will be the weekend of December 3/4 here at St. Johnôs.  We will have a moment in the 

worship services those days where we will ask the Lord to bless our commitments for 2012.   
 

Final word of encouragement...Pray for Godôs presence in your life, your familyôs life and the life of our  

congregation.  Talk with one another about your stewardship life, what your struggles are, and how we can Step 

Up in Stewardship to Manage Godôs Gifts to Us at a Higher Level! 

Votersô Meeting 
The Annual Votersô Meeting is Sunday, January 29 at Noon.  Please plan on attending.   

The budget will be voted on at this important meeting.   



Financial Peace University 
 

We are very excited to be bringing Financial Peace University here to St. Johnõs.  This is a 13-week class taught by 
Dave Ramsey, a best-selling author and nationally syndicated radio host.  His program has helped thousands of  
people rid themselves of debt and the bondage that goes with that.  FPU is Biblically-based and designed to work for 
any income level.  It incorporates small-group discussions to encourage accountability and discipleship; we want to 
walk this path to financial peace together.  
 
The Bible has a lot to say about money and as part of being faithful steward of what God has given us to manage, we 
want to offer this opportunity for learning and growth.  If you want to find out more about this program, we are  
going to offer a FREE PREVIEW on Sunday, January 8 after each service and again on Sunday, January 15. This 
will give you an idea of what to expect in our classes and give you a chance to ask more questions.  This will also be 
your opportunity to order materials for the class and give them time to get here.  The cost of the materials is normally 
$199.00, but we are excited to offer them to each family for $93.00. 
 
Our class is going to be held on Mondays starting January 23 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  We are happy to offer  
child care for children so that families are able to attend.  If you have any more questions, please talk to Pastor Carl.  
Feel free to call him at the church (662-4747 ext. 314) or e-mail him at carl@stjohnsop.com. 
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Scrip Youth Fundraiser 
By purchasing Scrip Gift Cards to the store of 

your choice, the Youth receive a percentage profit 

while you receive the full amount of the card  

purchased.  The last day to place an order is  

December 11.  Please see a Youth in the Lobby 

after services or contact Nicole OôConnell!   
 

Super Bowl Sub Sales 
Starting January 8, all are welcome to place their 

order for a Ham or Turkey submarine sandwich 

with a Youth in the lobby after services.  Youth 

will make the subs will be made on February 4 

and can be picked up on Sunday morning  

February 5 for the big game day!   

 

All proceeds from both fundraisers help send 

our High School Youth on their 2012 Service 

Trip and the 2013 National Youth Gathering!  

Thank you for your support!  

Free Preview January 8  

after each service. 

Class starts Monday,  

January 23  

from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Contact Carl Grulke at 662-4747  

ext. 314 or email carl@stjohnsop.com. 


