
 

 

February 2012 We Love You , Jesus!  

Jesus:  Fan or Follower? 
By Pastor Nate 
 

òThe time has come,ó He said. òThe kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!...Come, follow Me.ó (Mark 1:15-17) 
 

I have been in the church world for a long time.  My whole life, actually. 
 

I was at a Christian Leadership Conference a number of years ago, and one of the speakers challenged those of 
us who were in attendance to follow Jesus.  I remember being a bit offended at the speakerõs words, I 
mean...really...do you really need to tell us church people that we need to follow Jesus?  I had already learned 
that part somewhere along the line.  I was ògoing to churchó every Sunday.  I was attending a Bible class on a 
regular basis.  I was involved in service opportunities in the community.  I was a good church member.  Who 
was this guy to challenge me and all these other good church members to follow Jesus.  The guy obviously  
didnõt know his audience very well. 
 

I remember sitting there at the event those years ago listening to that speaker.  My emotions during the time of 
his talk went from anger in my mind (Iõm a good church guy, donõt mess with me, Iõm comfortable) to deep conviction.  
Was it possible that I had been a good church member my whole life, but had forgotten to follow Jesus?   
Sometimes, even us good church people need to be reminded to follow Jesus. 
 

I donõt know that Iõm alone in my experience.  It is becoming all too common in North American Christianity 
to be a member of a local church, and at the same time have no real relationship with Jesus Christ.  There are 
lots of fans of Jesus...I mean...Jesus a great story isnõt it?  Jesus taught us to love others, to live moral lives, to 
help one another out in time of need...He surely is a good example.  He also died on the cross, rose from the 
grave, ascended into heaven, and is coming back again one day.  Iõve said those words countless times as a good 
church member. 
 

I came to a conclusion about my life at that event those years ago:  I had been a fan of Jesus for a long time, but 
I donõt know that I had heard His call to òfollow Me.ó 
 

I want to challenge you at the beginning of this year to ask yourself the same question.  òJesus:  Fan or  
Follower?ó  As you think about your faith, are you a fan of Jesus , or a follower of Jesus?  Is this whole 
òChristian thingó another item for your busy calendar?  Or are you hearing Jesusõ call on your life to follow 
Him?  Is it about ògoing to church,ó or worshiping the Lord?  Is it about ògoing to a Bible Study,ó or growing 
your faith?  Is it about òbeing on another committee,ó or serving one another?  Is it about ògoing to another 
church event,ó or fellowshipping with other believers?  
 

These are some heart-type questions to consider as the new year rolls out (and yes...all the bolded words above 
are follower answers).  I challenge you to consider your faith in the Lord Jesus.  What does it mean for you to 
be in a real relationship with Jesus for your lifeõs journey?  Are you a fan or a follower of Jesus at this point in 
your life?   
 

If you, like me, donõt like your heartõs answers to some of those questions, there are better days ahead.  Crossing 
over from fan to follower is a matter of the heart:  òThe time has come,ó He said. òThe kingdom of God is near.  Repent 
and believe the good news!...Come, follow Meó (Mark 1:15-17). 
 

May the Lord grant us an extra measure of His Spirit in 2012, that we would follow Him more fully.  Blessings 
on the journey. 



 

 

Diamonds in the Rough 
Welcome back!  On Tuesday,  

February 7 at 1:00 p.m. the  

Diamonds will have their monthly 

meeting.  Upcoming trips will be noted in 

future newsletters.  Watch your step and be 

careful driving to the meeting! 

Library News 
A sample of new books and DVDs now available in the Library:  
 

The Scent of Water by Naomi Zacharis.  The Scent of Water will open your eyes to the complexities of the world, showing 

you pain can also be beauty, and how each are found in the unlikeliest of places.  Zacharias doesnôt have all the answers.  

But she has hope and encouragement. 
 

The Constantine Codex by Paul L. Maier.  Maier constructs his thriller as a credible, real-world incident,  
Incorporating factual archaeological findings and extensive history.  The plotline explores the conflict between Christianity 

and Islam (taking time to delve into ideological differences) and ultimately adopts a message of  

harmony and goodwill.  The book agrees with Scripture: ñMake every effort to live in peace with all menò (Heb 12:14).  
 

DVDs:  My First Bible Library by Wonder Kids, 100 Bible Stories and 100 Bible Songs.  Flywheel ~ From the 

creators of Facing the Giants comes Flywheel!  Jay Austin wants to sell you a used car in the worst way. and that's exactly 

what heôll do!  No one can trust him, especially his wife and son.  Yet as Jay restores a classic convertible, he sees God 

working to restore him as well.  Get ready to cheer and cry as Jay Austin begins the ride of his life when he learns to honor 

God with his business, his relationships, and his life!  Flywheel Directorôs Cut DVD contains lots of new bonus features.  

This re-edited DVD also includes an 8-part Bible Study featuring clips from the film!   

       Next Library Meeting: Wednesday, February 8 at 10:00 a.m. 

P ag e  2  Feb ru a ry  2 012  

 

 

We Love You , Jesus!  

Newsletter Deadline 

The March Newsletter Deadline is Monday,  

February 13 at 10:00 a.m.. 

The monthly calendar is updated on the  

website (www.stjohnsop.com) with any new 

event changes or additions.  Check it out! 

Marriage Renewal Weekend-February 11/12 
 

If you are celebrating your 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40 45, 50, 55, 
60, 65, or 70 Anniversary (alright any anniversary). please come to 
church on Marriage Renewal Weekend, February 
11/12.  At all worship services that weekend, weõd like 
to give you the opportunity to renew your wedding 
vows.  Please sign up on the FOW form and indicate 
the number of years you have been married.   

(Men, sign up first and impress your wives!) 
Altar Guild  
Attention all former (no longer serving) members 

of the Altar Guild: if you have a key to the 

church, it needs to be returned to either myself, 

Sharon Stanes, or Wendy Cicero.  Any present 

members of the Altar Guild who do not have a 

key, please call me.    Thanks, Sue Gallagher 

Softball News 
Please sign up on the Bulletin Board in the 

downstairs hallway or check the Fellowship 

of Worship form if you are interested in play-

ing softball.  If you have questions, please call 

Dave Wagner (662-4747).   

Womenôs Ministry ~ Our 2nd Annual 3M Night    
On Friday, February 3 at 7:00 p.m. join us as we fellowship 

with other women of faith and enjoy a chick flix, pizza, and 

massages!  Please sign up on the FOW form if you want a  

relaxing night.  If you have questions, please call Mary Jo Price 

Williams.  Donôt miss it we had so much fun last year!    

Prayer Request Forms 
Please note that we have deleted people from the 

Our Family and Friends part of the form as of 

January 1.  Please make your changes for the 

sheets and update them every three weeks.  We 

love to pray for everyone, but we need updates 

too!  We encourage you to send a card to anyone 

on the Prayer List.  If you need an address, 

please call the Church Office (662-4747). 

Thank you! 
Linda and Dick Van Valkenburgh would like to thank 

everyone for their prayers and cards during their recent  

surgeries.  (Which were many.  Okay three!) 
 

Debbie Pauly Van Natter and Family would like to 

thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and support of 

their family during Glennôs illness and his journey home 

to Jesus!  Please continue your prayers for our family!  

Godôs peace! 
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From the Fellowship and Outreach Teams  
 

Thank you to everyone who attended Movie Nighté òHorton Hears A Whoó was a hit! Weõre looking 
forward to Family Game Night  on Saturday, January 28 (5:30 p.m.) .  Bring a side dish or dessert 
to share and your favorite game.  We will provide roast beef sandwiches, pizza and refreshments. 
All ages are invited!  
 

Join us for one (or all three) of the Potlucks during Lent.  We will meet on Wednesday, February 22, 
March 7 and 21 at 6:00 p.m. and enjoy dinner together before worship.  
Bring a dish to share and enjoy the food and fellowship!  
 

On March 24 at 10:00 a.m. we will have an Easter Egg Hunt for the St. Johnõs children - we will also 
be inviting the children from our community.  We will hunt for eggs, decorate hard -boiled eggs, and 
enjoy breakfast goodies and refreshments!  Come enjoy this event and remember to invite a friend!  
 

Itõs been decided!  The Church Family Picnic will be at Chestnut Ridge Park this year on Sunday, 
July 15.  We reserved Shelter #10 (Poplar Shelter) ð watch upcoming newsletters for details!  
 

Our next meeting is Monday, March 5, at 6:00 p.m.  If you are interested in joining our team, call 
Ted Szpara or Wendy Cicero (662 -4747 ext 302; wendy@stjohnsop.com ).  Get connected!  

PRAY FOR OUR DEACONS 
There is a long history in the church of designating  

certain people to assist the leaders in the pastoral care of the  

people.  Already in the book of Acts, we read of the Apostles 

appointing deacons to assist in caring for the widows, orphans 

and other needy persons in their Christian community.   
 

Here at St. Johnôs we have had a number of people who have 

assisted the pastors in taking Holy Communion to shut-ins,  

visiting members who are hospitalized, ministering to those  

experiencing situations of grief, and in other ways assisting in 

caring for the spiritual needs of our members.  As a way of  

bringing some order to our pastoral care ministries and so that 

the members of the congregation might recognize and bless those 

who are carrying out these pastoral care ministries, beginning in 

January we are recognizing all people who are doing so at  

St. Johnôs with the title of ñVisitation Deacon.ò   
 

The weekend of January 21-22, we asked Godôs blessing on our 

Deacons in our worship services and I would ask that you regu-

larly hold up our Deacons and their ministries in your prayers. 

     Pastor Mike 

The Childcare Ministry Needs YOU!! 
The childcare room is an essential ministry this day 

and age that new members look for when deciding to 

join St Johnôs Family.  It is currently struggling with 

itôs number of volunteers.  We truly cannot keep it 

going without volunteers.   
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  
 

Working with Godôs children is one of the most re-

warding ministries out there.  You can make a pow-

erful impact in a childôs day as well as them impact-

ing yours.  You will truly leave St Johnôs with a 

smile on your face after helping Godôs children.  

What a GREAT way to tithe both your time and your 

talents!!  The new schedule is coming out soon, 

please contact me at mariachirico22@yahoo.com and 

let me know what service you would like to volunteer 

for (9:40 or 11:00 a.m.).  You can also sign the Fel-

lowship of Worship form next time your at church.  

Thank you for helping us serve Godôs Children! 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 22 

Potluck at 6:00 p.m.   

Worship Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lenten Devotional will be available in February 

at the Welcome Center and Devotional Racks.  

Travel Opportunities:  Pastor Mike is planning two 

travel opportunities in 2012.  He will lead a bus tour of the 

Hudson Valley and New York City June 12-16 including 

stops at the United States Military Academy at West Point 

and the Statue of Liberty.  He has had to drop the planned 

Mediterranean Cruise and instead will be hosting a  

Western Caribbean Cruise November 11-18.  For brochures 

and details, please call Pastor Mike (771-3474). 

Winter Weather Closings (Check TV And Websites) 

Please check WKBW (Ch.7), WIVB (Ch. 4) and WGRZ 

(Ch. 2) for Church Events and Preschool Closings.   

Spring Luncheon and Quilt Auction to benefit Pioneer 

Camp Scholarships is Saturday, May 19 at Salem Lutheran 

Church.  Doors open at 10:30 a.m. with lunch beginning at 

11:00 a.m. and the Quilt Auction at 12:30 p.m.   

The cost: $10.00 per person.   

We need to have all quilts by April 20 and theme baskets 

by May 14.  Please call Lin Carr 662-4747. 

mailto:wendy@stjohnsop.com
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Adult Education Opportunities 

 
 

Womenôs Discipleship Group 

Dates:  First Sunday each month at 11:00 AM 

Facilitator:  Mary Wellington  Location:  Fellowship Hall  

We are very excited about our new book ñThe Rooms Of A Womanôs Heart,ò by Carol McLeod.  In talking about the different 

rooms in our homes, we will find our real homes; this side of heaven is in our hearts.  It is the part of us that is really alive and where 

we live day by day.  This is a womenôs group where we share our prayer concerns and an outreach project.  We enjoy coffee and a 

snack together as we discuss our current study.  New ladies are always welcome! 
 

Menôs Bible Breakfast 

Dates:  First and Third Saturday morning each month at 8:00 AM  

Facilitator:  Dave Morlock  Location:  Church Library  

The Menôs Bible Breakfast will return to itôs schedule of meeting on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month, at 8:00 a.m. in the 

Church Library.  Baked goods will be served, bring your own beverage!  
 

Exploring the OT: Daniel 

Dates:  Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

Instructor: Pastor Nate   Location:  Fellowship Hall 

Pastor Nate is going to lead us through the book of Daniel, exploring how God reveals Himself in this popular Sunday School story. 

We will dive in and look at serving God in the midst of persecution and trusting Him not matter what.   
 

Food For The BodyðFood For The Soul 

Dates: Mondays at Noon 

Instructor: Pastor Mike  Location: Fellowship Hall  

ñSurprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection and the Mission of the Churchò is the title of the Bible Study we will 

begin Monday, February 6 at 12:00 Noon.  In this video based series, Biblical scholar N. T. Wright will lead us to think about what 

the Scripture has to say about heaven, the resurrection of the body, the last judgment, and how all of those things impact how we live 

in hope right now.  Questions we will talk about include: What is heaven really like?  Is our main duty as Christians simply to help 

non-Christians get there?  What hope does the Gospel hold for this present life?  Anyone interested is invited to join us for this  

interesting and challenging study. 
 

1 Corinthians: Questions for the Church Today 

Dates:  Sundays, 9:40-10:40 a.m. 

Instructor: Tom Forth  Location:  Church Library  

The Book of 1 Corinthians is one that addresses serious issues in our church today: How should people live in the light of a  

surrounding immoral culture?  What should be the churchôs response to blatant sin on the part of its members?  How should the  

giving and stewardship of the church be administered?  What happens after a person dies?  How should spiritual gifts be exercised, 

and what is the place of love in all this?  Join us to find out more! 
 

The Ragamuffin Gospel 

Dates: Sundays at 9:40a.m. starting February 5 

Instructor: Kelsey Grulke  Location: Upper Room above Library 

This study will walk through Brennan Manningôs book, Ragamuffin Gospel, which takes a look at the way that many people look at 

God; although we believe in grace, we continue to see Him as a small-minded bookkeeper, tallying our failures and successes on a 

score sheet.  Yet God gives us His grace, willingly, no matter what weôve done.  We come to Him as ragamuffinsðdirty,  

bedraggled, and beat-up.  And when we sit at His feet, He smiles upon us, the chosen objects of His ñfurious love.ò  Find out more 

about us as ragamuffins as we walk through this book together.  Cost of the book will be $10. 00. 
 

Hope and Healing Long Term Care Support Group 

Date: February 12 at 2:30 p.m. 

Instructor: Pastor David Wurster  Location: West Room II  

This support group for people suffering from long-term health issues or chronic pain and/or their caregivers.  Anyone who thinks 

they could be helped by participating is this support group is welcome to attend.  The group is sponsored by the Christian Care and 

Support Team and the Health & Wellness Cabinet.  Please note about Pastoral Care Requests on the Fellowship of Worship form. 

 
 

Get involved!  Do you want to lead an adult Bible Study or facilitate a discussion group?  Do you have any ideas or suggestions for 

topics to cover or books to read?  Do you just want to talk with the vicar about adult education at St. Johnôs?  Please send Carl an  

e-mail at carl@stjohnsop.com. 
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Preschool News  
 

3 Year Old News  
We have had some changes in the 3 year old program.  Laura Stojanovski, my  

assistant for the past four years, has left to take a full time Teacherõs Aid position 

in her home School District of Lancaster.  We all wish her the best of luck and will 

miss her very much!  I am, however, thrilled to announce that Kim Hanania will be 

coming aboard as my new assistant.  Kim comes to us with a great deal of teaching 

experience with children of all age levels in a variety of settings!  We are all very 

excited that Kim will be joining our team on January 24.  Welcome  Kim!  
 

Love will fill the air in the 3 year old classroom throughout the month of February!  The children will be 

learning about the many traditions of Valentineõs Day as we prepare for our celebration on February 14.  

We will talk about symbols of love, showing our love for one other, and most importantly how Godõs love 

for us is constant and everlasting!   Mary Felong  
 

4 Year Old/Multi Age  
Happy New Year!  We are so glad to back to school and a regular routine!  In January we had a lot of fun 

learning about winter (especially with our play in the Snow Day), animals in winter and to end the 

month; we had our annual Pajama Day!  As we look forward to February, we will be learning about  

Dental Health, take a trip to Dr. Caseyõs dental office and have a party to  

celebrate Valentineõs Day.  During this month we will also learn about our  

addresses and phone numbers!  As a reminder, 2012 -2013 Fall Registration has 

begun and we have new times and days (see above); so send in your registration 

forms as soon as possible to save a spot for your child in September.  Weõd also 

like to thank everyone for all your bottle and can donations and encourage you to 

please continue to send them in.   

 Thanks again.  Thanks again!  Maureen Roth and Lynn Sipprell  

Preschool Registration  
St. Johnõs Christian Preschool is excited to offer new options for the  

2012-2013 School Year for both our three and four year old programs.   

Our Christian -centered setting offers a loving, caring environment giving all 

children an opportunity for social and educational growth.  Come, join us!  
 

Classroom options  

Four year old:  

New:  AM 5 days ð Monday -Friday - 9:15-11:45 AM $198/month  

New:  PM 3 days ð Monday, Wednesday, Friday - 12:30-3:00 PM $130/month  
 

Three year old:  

New: AM 3 days ð Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday - 9:00-11:30 AM $130/month  

Popular: PM 2 days ð Tuesday, Thursday - 12:15-2:45 PM $100/month  
 

Note: A registration fee ($50) is due at the time of registration and is non -refundable. 

Monthly tuition will be due beginning September 2012.  Please make checks payable 

to St. Johnõs Lutheran Church, with registrations are due by May 1, 2012. 
 

If you have questions regarding any class, please call Maureen Roth (4 year old teacher)  

662-4781 ext 305 or Mary Felong (3 year old teacher) 662 -4781 ext 304 or Church Office at  

662-4747.  Registration forms are available at stjohnsop.com.  Please read below the exciting  

Preschool activities and tell your family and friends!  Letõs see YOU in September!!!! 

We Love You , Jesus!  
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Childrenõs Ministry/Sunday School 

Thank you all who helped in any way with the Christmas Program, especially the children 

who worked so hard and did such an amazing job!  Please check out the pictures taken by  

Kelsey Sweet on the Childrenõs Ministry Bulletin Board.  Parents are welcome to take the 

ones they like after February 1.  

Tween Time  
Our next Tween Time date will be  

Friday, February 24 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

We are discovering how the Fruit of the 

Spirit can change our lives as we try to be 

more like Jesus.  So far we have discussed 

love, joy, peace and patience through  

activities, skits, music, crafts, and games.  

This month is all about kindness!   
 

All kids from 3 rd to 6 th  Grade are welcome 

to attend and are encouraged to bring 

friends.  Pizza is served for a donation of 

$2.00 per person.  

Kidõs Morning Out 
Attention parents of 4 year olds ð 2nd Graders!  

Your child is invited each month to Kidõs Morning Out! 

We have a lot of fun learning about Godõs Amazing 

Creation.  We studied the camels the Wise Men rode on 

and talked about all the animals aboard Noahõs Ark.  

We have all learned a lot through stories, crafts, music 

and games.  We also enjoy a treat together.  Our next 

time together will be Saturday, February 18   from  

10:00 ð 11:30 a.m.  Friends are welcome and everything 

is Free!  Please sign up on the FOW or on the Childrenõs 

Ministry Bulletin Board!  

SAVE THE DATE!!!!  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

AUGUST 6 - 10 from 9:00 a.m. until Noon  

More information to come next month!  

 

Cleaning For A Reason: This is a free service for those going through cancer or other illness.  Some-

one from a cleaning service will come to your house one time a month for four months and clean.  The 

agency has done criminal background checks and you must submit a note from your doctor verifying 

your illness.  Please contact them at: 877 -337-3348 and www.cleaningforareason.org . 

 

CaringBridge: They provide free websites that connect people experiencing a significant health chal-

lenge to family and friends, making each health journey easier.  It offers a personal and private space to 

communicate and show support, saving time and emotional energy when health matters most.  The web-

sites are easy to create and use.  For more info go to: www.caringbridge.org.  

http://www.cleaningforareason.org
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Christian Care and Support 

Our next meeting will be February 13 at 7:00 p.m.  

We will be reviewing conference material from 

Renae Owens who went to learn about ñhealing  

presence.ò  Our group is also in the process of 

changing.  Under Pastor Mike guidance, all people 

who are making visitations (Communion of not) will 

be under the Christian Care and Support group and 

be given the title of Deacon.  We are excited for this 

change and prayerfully will be better able to serve 

you when things get difficult/challenging in life. 

Knitting and Sewing Ministry  
Our meeting dates are the Monday evenings, 

February 6 and 20 at 7:00 p.m. at my home.  

Hopefully the weather cooperates!  If you canôt 

make it at that time call me (662-0105) and we 

can make arrangements for you to get supplies and  

directions.  In 2011 we made: 33 preemie hats,  

25 preemie blankets, 17 prayer shawls, 2 Linus  

blankets, and 226 chemo hats!  We had fun!!! 

Look forward to your participation.   Laurie Weeks 

Coupon Cutters 
Thank you to Connie Suchak and Andrea Smith  

for cutting during the months of December and January.  

Marcia Wagner will cut for February.  Please continue to 

put your coupons in the box in the Lobby.  We continue to 

save money on personal care items, food, paper products 

and clothing.  Thanks for your partnership in this ministry!  

     June Meissner 

Special Needs: blankets/sheets, drapes, microwaves,  

towels, childrenôs clothes (infant-teens), pots and pans, 

menôs jeans/pants (sizes: 28/32, 33/34,and 34/33) boys jeans 

(sizes:8,10,12,14,16), girlôs jeans (sizes:14/16, 0-8), and 

childrenôs sneakers: up to size 5.   

   Thank you!  June Meissner  

We Love You , Jesus!  

Angel Tree Christmas Gifts 2011 Summary 
Kidôs gifts - 89, Senior/adult gifts - 42 and family - 149 (out of 260) 
 

Gifts outside the Angel Tree:   

1. Lion Club ï provided five food baskets 

2. Those of you who donated turkeys 

3. Marilyn Kronthaler - Made Christmas booklets 

4. Anonymous family ï provided gifts for two families in Randolph 

5. Gotro Family ï lots of hat and gloves 

6. Spirit Led - $174.00 cash donation 

7. Dollar General (Camp Road) ï food, flip flops, clothing and toys 

8. Kummer Family ï household/food donation 

9. Alice Glace ï cut out all the angels for the Angel Tree 

10. Wes and Betty Simmons, Chuck Kowalske and others who make deliveries 

11. Shannon, friend of Mary Wellington, who donated lots of items from the family/white angel gifts 

12. Laurie Weeks and her knitting group.  Detergent, dish soap, pillows, pillow cases, blankets,  
 chemo hats and prayer shawls 
 

To anyone who Iôve omitted - Iôm sorry!   

The large volume of the above and keeping up with the Green Bins was more than a full time job.  

All thank youôs will be posted on the Social Ministry Bulletin Board. June Meissner 

Caring For Those Away 
I will be heading up the Easter Season distribution of gift 

packages this spring.  Many thanks to Mary Lou Sachenik 

for her work with this ministry the past several years.   

We will be praying for her as she undergoes medical  

treatments.  Please let me or the office know of any 

changes in your college students or military familyôs  

addresses.  Thanks!     Lynne Sweet 

Family Justice Center Raffle 
 

I will be selling the raffle tickets and until 

Sunday, March 4 for a beautiful Hand Knit 

Afghan to benefit the Family Justice  

Center (OP).  Tickets are $2.00 each or 

$20.00 for a book of 10.  The drawing 

March 10.  Stop at the bulletin board for a 

picture and more info. 

  Thanks, Darlene Ellis 

Green Bins: We average one carload a week to the Southern Tier and another to Urban Christian Ministries in 

Buffalo.  Our Sharing Collection for January as been for food items to help the pantries of Grace Lutheran 

Church ïCazenovia and Family Justice Center (OP).  20 bags were delivered to the Family Justice Center and  

22 bags to Grace Lutheran.  Thanks to all who contributed.   Betty and Wes Simmons and June Meissner 
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Middle School Youth Ministry  

Confirmation Discipleship Program  

Participants  -  Be sure to put these important dates on your calendar!  

· Sunday, February 12, 7:00 p.m. ð Confirmation Gathering #5 

· FridayðSaturday, February 17-18 - 30 Hour Famine (OPTIONAL) 

 See 30 Hour Famine page in this newsletter for more information! 

· FridayðSunday, March 23-25 ð Confirmation Retreat (REQUIRED) 

· Sunday, May 6, 7:00 p.m. ð Confirmation Gathering #6 

· Sunday, June 3 ð Testimony Sunday 

· Sunday, June 10 ð Confirmation Sunday 

Please remember to bring $100.00 check for the Confirmation Retreat and 

your 30 Hour Famine permission form to Gathering #5 in February, unless 

other arrangements have been made with Nicole.  

6th ñ8th Grade  

Contact Nicole OõConnell about any of these events: 

nicole@stjohnsop.com or 662 -4747 ext. 303  

High School Youth Ministry  
The EPIC Story Informational Meeting ñSunday, January 29  

Come find out all about The EPIC Story performance on April 1 and how you can be involved!   

Students are will meet at 5:00 p.m. and are welcome to stay through for EDGE at 7:00 p.m.        

Dinner will be provided.  Meet in the Church Lobby.  
 

EDGE - a time to Connect with friends and Christ  

EDGE is a time to connect with other teens and connect with Jesus Christ through His 

Word!  We meet most Sundays from 7:00 -8:30 p.m. in the green Youth Room in the 

Church Basement. However, on February 5 and 19 EDGE will not be held.   

 

FUNDRAISERSñPlease sign up for a time to help on the Youth Bulletin Board!  

¶ Super Bowl Sub SaleñSaturday, February 4, 2:00-4:00 p.m.  Meet in the Church Kitchen.  

¶ Trivia Night Set Up ñThursday, February 9, 6:00-8:30 p.m.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  

¶ Trivia Night ñSaturday, February 11, 4:30-9:00 p.m.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  

¶ Fish FryñFriday, March 2.  Meet at 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Week of Hope Participant Meeting ñWednesday, February 29  

Dinner will be provided.  This evening is intended to pass important information along about the 

summer trip, but more importantly to get to bond with the other students that are going.  Meet 

from 5:30 ð6:45 p.m. in the basement and consider staying through for the 7:00 Lenten Worship 

Service.  Please consider bring the $100.00 registration payment that is due March 1.  Thank you! 

9th ñ12th Grade  



 

 

P ag e  9  Feb ru a ry  2 012  We Love You , Jesus!  

30 Hour Famine 
For 6th -12th  

Grade Youth  

Every day, hunger kills nearly 8,000 kids.  You can do                       

something about it.  Band together to fight hunger, save               

lives�³ and write a different story for the planet. 

Students participating will: 

¶ Experience what it means to go hungry for a short time                           

(20-30 Hours total.) 

¶ Raise funds to help those who go hungry for days or                     

weeks at a time. 

¶ Learn about world hunger issues through a series of                 

òTribeó Games. 

¶ Participate in a local service opportunity. 

�7�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���J�H�W���D���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���S�D�F�N�H�W���I�U�R�P���1�L�F�R�O�H���2�·�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� 

 

Adults can participate too: 

¶ Sponsoring students financially as they fast.  All money will go 

through World Vision to those that are hungry! 

¶ Help organize the event with Nicole OõConnell, including preparing 

tribe activities with other leaders, preparing servant event activities, 

and serving the break-fast on Saturday afternoon. 

 

February 17-18, 2012 

�4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�"���&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���1�L�F�R�O�H���2�·�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�³ Phone: 716-662-4747 ex. 303.  E-mail: nicole@stjohnsop.com 

�'�U�R�S���R�I�I���D�W���6�W�����-�R�K�Q�·�V���D�W�������������S���P�����R�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\������ 

�3�L�F�N���X�S���D�W���6�W�����-�R�K�Q�·�V���D�W�������������S���P�����R�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\. 

Hosted this year     

by St. Paul           

Lutheran Church     

in Eden, NY.  


