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Well, what can I say?  In the last several sermons and newsletters, I’ve said everything I 
have left to say.  You are the best.  Over the last fifteen years (almost), you have supported 
me, prayed for me, loved me, followed me, and celebrated with me.  Thank you.  Thank you 
for going on a faith journey with me.  Thank you for saying “yes” so many times.  Thank 
you for partnering with me in fulfilling the mission of Jesus Christ in this community. 
Here is my new address: 1010 Miller Road, Friday Harbor, WA, 98250.  Barb’s e-mail 
address is dandb1010@yahoo.com.  Our emergency cell number is 716-861-8975.  
However, there’s no cell coverage on the center of our island.  The church office will have 
our land line number.  Call us whenever you like.  Please come visit any time you can.  
We’ll have two guest rooms available.  Fly into the Seattle-Tacoma airport.  If you are 
traveling other places, rent a car.  Otherwise, we’ll come pick you up.  You can also fly into 
Bellingham.  It’s closer, but it costs more money.   
We now own a home with Katie and Kyle.  However, it needs so much work.  When we 
move in, we’re not sure where we’ll put our stuff, because all the floors are being replaced 
as we arrive, and new carpets will go upstairs in the guest rooms.  Barb likes to describe 
coming to our new place as glorified camping.  Let’s just say that it will be very simple 
there.  However, we’ll love showing you around San Juan Island as well as other sights 
nearby.  The views are breath taking wherever you go.  Our home is quite rural, and we’ll be 
raising a few chickens as well as a garden and Katie’s dogs (and our Dolly too). 
Although Barb does e-mail, I’ll be communicating either by phone or by snail mail.  Let us 
know how your lives are going.  Tell us great things about your new pastor, but please don’t 
share anything negative.  I believe that God will send you a dynamic spiritual leader.  
Together you will continue to fulfill the mission of Jesus to this community in the 
southtowns of Buffalo.  He has great plans for you and for St. John’s. 
Friends are forever, and you are my friends.  I love you.  We have been close in so many 
ways, and we have shared ourselves with each other.  I feel honored to know you as well as 
I do, and I believe that you thoroughly know me. 
Jesus is our bond.  He is our best friend, and He enables us to be true friends.  He gave 
Himself up completely for us, and He is always there for us, no matter what the 
circumstance is.  Jesus is the essence of friendship, and He has taught us how to be friends.  
We can count on Him, no matter what.  He says, “Lo, I am with you always, even till the 
end of the world.”  He says, “Come unto Me all you who are weary, carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.”  We can count on Jesus, and we can count on each other. 
You are in my thoughts and in my prayers.  I will ask God every day to guide you 
individually and as a church.  I ask you to support and follow your new pastor, as you have 
supported and followed me.  Pour your energy into St. John’s and into your new spiritual 
leader.  If I don’t hear from you personally, I will know that you are serving Jesus and 
becoming close to your new pastor and friend.  May God continue to bless you and keep 
you in His care. 
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Gizmo and Gadget’s Garage - God’s Always Doing Great Exciting Things.  There are so many ways to get 
involved and a number of them are actually done well before the week of Vacation Bible School.  It’s a lot of 
fun and a very important outreach to the community, as well as to our children at St. John’s.  We will need: 
 

Registration: Several people are needed Monday morning from 8:15 -10:00 a.m. to move registration along 
smoothly.  A few may also be needed Tuesday morning. 
 

Decorators: If you are artistic and decorating is your talent, please join in.  This year theme takes the kids 
inside a garage as well as the creation story and the wedding at Cana.  There will be a very important meeting 
July 15 at 7:00 p.m. to put up what we have collected in the story telling rooms.   
 

Crafts:  We need a leader to be in charge the week of VBS and many people to help with the children under the 
craft tent.  We have already begun choosing crafts, but your ideas are always welcome and appreciated. 
 

Site guides: If you love kids, this is for you.  There’s no planning or teaching!  You accompany a small group 
of children to the different areas of VBS from 8:45-12:00 p.m.  We would like the same guide with the same 
group of children all week if possible.  This allows you to develop a relationship with your group and is 
comforting to the younger children.  It also eliminates confusion and keeps our children safe.  The more guides, 
the smaller the groups will be.   
 

Preschool: We have a veteran preschool leader who has volunteered again this year.  She needs several helpers 
to work with her in our preschool room and to help guide these little ones from place to place.  This will be 
from 8:45-12:00 p.m. each day. 
 

Games: A game coordinator works with many helpers on the playground each day.  Games are planned ahead 
of time and usually go along with our theme.  Each child receives a prize at the end of recess time. 
 

Kitchen Help: We need several people to serve snacks and drinks to each group from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
each day.  The group cleans up and gets things ready for the next day.  They do not have to shop for or provide 
the food.  Everything will be ready.   
 

Babysitter: Volunteer may have children too young to attend VBS, so we provide babysitting in our childcare 
room.  We need at least two babysitters (at least 1 adult) each morning from 8:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.   
 

Music: If music is your talent, you would be great for helping to teach our VBS songs to the children each 
morning from 8:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   
 

Ice cream party helpers:  We need people to set up, serve and help clean up Friday at 12:00 p.m.   
 

Clean up: This begins Friday afternoon at 1:00 p.m.  We are always looking for help on Friday to take down 
decorations and get things ready for Saturday and Sunday services.  We don’t like to ask the people who have 
been there all week to stay any longer. 
 

Please share your talents with us.  As you can see, we need lots of help!  You’ll enjoy it and meet lots of people!  
Check the FOW form to volunteer or call the church or Mary (662-4747).  Thank you! 
 

Thank you for donating supplies (due June 30) and treats and juice (due August 2).  
 

Please Register Early    
Please use the registration form on the back of this page and drop it off to the church office.  There is a folder 
on the counter marked “Vacation Bible School” along with more registration forms.  If your child has afriend 

that they would like to be with during that week, please note that on their registration form.   
 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

August 3-7, and 9, 2009 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.    

 
Children who can attend are those ages 4-6th Grade.  

The four year olds must be 4 by November 30, 2009 to attend.   

 Child’s Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 Parent(s) Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________ 

 Phone:  ______________________________________________________ 

 Grade (Sept.):  ______________________________________________________ 

 Medical Problems:  ______________________________________________________ 

  ______________________________________________________ 

 Allergies:  ______________________________________________________ 

 Home Church:  ______________________________________________________ 
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Social Ministry News & Updates – July/August 2009 
 
 
Dear Members of St. John’s: On behalf of the Board of Social Ministry, I would like to thank Rick Diehl for 
his work and leadership over the past several years as the Social Ministry Chair.  I’ll be assuming the “Chair” at 
the beginning of July.  I can be reached at 662-4747 if you have questions or ideas.   Wes Simmons 
 
Coupon Cutters: Thanks to Laurie Brinkerhoff for cutting during June.  Barb Kowalski will 
cut coupons for July, and the Groths will cut for August.  Please continue to bring in your 
coupons and put them in the box which is usually in the shopping cart in the Narthex.  Thanks 
for your help in trying to make it a little easier for our neighbors in need.  
 June Meissner 
 

Can’t get to Church: Listen to a service at home with the following two radio stations: “The Lutheran Hour” 
can be heard on Sunday mornings on WXRL (1300AM) at 9:30 a.m.  Pastor Blackwell from St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Depew is also on Sunday morning on WXRL (1300AM) at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Christian Music can be heard on the following website:commongoodradio.org. 
 

Apple Tree: We will be collecting July 4-July 26 school supplies for needy children in the 
Southern Tier.  The Apple Tree will be in the Narthex.  Please choose an apple or two, buy 
what is listed on the apple, and return it to the shopping cart in the Narthex.  You will notice 
that there will not be many backpacks on the tree.  I bought out Rite Aid last November when 
they were 75% off!   June Meissner 
 

VBS Mission Project: At this time the “what are we collecting” has not been decided.  A half sheet flyer will 
go out listing the needs on the first day of VBS.  Your support and care for our Southern Tier kids is awesome! 
 Mary Wellington and June Meissner 
 

THANK YOU!   The school year is almost over.  It was made so much better for our students because of the 
generosity of the many people who have donated clothing etc.  These things are so needed and very much 
appreciated by many very needy families.  We feel the need even more now that the year is ending and I’m 
running out of certain sizes.  We have to call more parents out of work to bring things that you usually 
provided.  It’s one of those times when you really appreciate something when it’s no longer there.  As 
requested, I have enclosed a “wish list” for the next school year.  Have a safe and healthy summer.  Thank you 
so very much!   Sincerely, Hinsdale School Nurse 
 

Wish List: Clothing and sneakers that are used and in clean, good condition are fine.  Girls: pants sizes 4-
12, tops sizes 6-12, panties sizes 4 and 6.  Boys pants (lots of 4-6, few 7-14), all sizes of shirts, underwear 
sizes 4, 6, 8.  Ladies jeans/slacks sizes 0-5.  Sneakers, hoodies, belts, all sizes of gym shorts, men and ladies 
short sleeve T-shirts all sizes for gym class.  Socks: all sizes (especially adult size short socks).  Bath and 
hand towels, pillow cases, tampons, fun posters, animal pictures are also needed.  Please mark the bags 
with “Hinsdale” so June and Wes know that these will go to them directly.  This helps us greatly in sorting.   
A big/huge thanks!   June Meissner and Wes Simmons 
 

Stephen Ministry Supervision: Their meeting will be held July 20 and August 17 at 7:00 
p.m. outside of Nicole’s and Wendy’s offices (West Room II).  

** A Stephen Minister is someone who r-e-a-c-h-e-s out 
with God’s love to people who are hurting.** 

As we transition to a new Pastor, a Stephen Minister may come to visit you if you are in 
the hospital.  Please know we are blessed by these opportunities to walk along side of you 
as we heads towards healing with God at our side.  Please feel free to call June Meissner 
or Mary Pietsch (662-4747) 



More Social Ministry 
 
Card Ministry:   37 cards have been sent out so far this year.  These cards are sent to members to cheer them up 
or to support them as they grieve. Diane Scherer 
 

Green Bins: Okay, you can slow down a little bit!!  Fifty five bags of clothes, printers, scanners, lots of toys, 
wreath, frames, magnetic easel w/accessories, Thomas the Train depot, snow-cone machine, household items, 
baskets, fireplace screen, toy car ramp, Slurpee maker, Atlantis game, cotton candy maker, loads of stuffed 
animals, candle holders, magazine rack, storage box for VCR tapes, Christmas décor, doll house, doll cradle, 
doll bassinette, games, puzzles, vertical blinds, salad bowl, My Little Pony castle, roller skates, suitcases, tape 
carrying case, baby carrier, booster chair, box of dolls, marble maze game, doll stroller, toy wagon, toy castle, 
toy storage tub, boots, shoes sneakers, children’s books, backpacks, VCR tapes, two booster seats, car seats, fish 
tank, toy electric guitar, computer monitors, three printers, three keyboards w/mice, box of computer cables, 
fishing rid and bait box, plastic trash can, picnic basket, picnic box, linens, curtains, tablecloth, misc. items, 
electric heater, Fisher Price swing and grocery cart, coats, TV, child’s electronic keyboard/bench, dress up 
clothes, twin bed spread, blankets, yarn, material, educational DVD’s, Stegasaurus, Halloween costume, 
Styrofoam cups, canteen, sea turtles, pad of paper, Easter décor, dictionary, seat covers, undershirt for wedding 
dress, six Linus blankets, turbans, stroller, Christmas décor, hot plate, dried flower arrangement, kid’s winter 
coats.  My fingers hurt from typing all that!  Just kidding!  Thanks for your donations.  Please continue to label 
bags and call me for bigger items/electronics before bring to church.  It is awesome.  We’ve had so much lately 
that Wes Simmons was making two trips a week into the city.  Last week, Urban Christian came out with their 
van!!  That’s team work. June Meissner and Wes Simmons 
 

Urban Christian Ministries:   St. John’s gave five folding tables and fifty folding chairs to UCM in Buffalo for 
their use.  They really appreciated our support. Wes Simmons 
 

Wes Simmons received the “Volunteer of the Year Award” from Urban Christian Ministries on Wednesday, 
June 17 at their recognition dinner.  Wes spends many hours taking items from the green bins down to UCM.  
Congratulations, Wes!!! 
 

Habitat for Humanity:  The Fall Habitat Work Day is Saturday, October 10.  Please mark your calendar.   
 John Bradley 
Meeting Dates: 
Social Ministry: Monday, August 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
Stephen Ministry Supervision: Monday, July 20 and August 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

From the Mission Board 
Nicaragua Mission Donations: There is a donation board in the Narthex with a list of items for the Mission 
Trip.  We are also requesting additional monetary donations toward specific supplies.  Due to packing 
limitations, items must be uniform and we need to purchase them.  We also need used EXTRA, EXTRA, 
LARGE luggage that will be left there unless you request it be returned.  
 

Mission Trip:  I will be making 35 pillows for little girls in Nicaragua.  The pillows will be 10” x 20” filled 
with fiberfill and made with bright cotton material.  If you would like to donate material, please it off in the 
church office.  The material should be one yard of kid friendly 100% cotton material.  Please feel free to call me 
if you have questions or would like to help.  Thanks.   Laurie Weeks 



Summer Sun, Fun, Health, and Safety  

A Parish Nursing Ministry View of Summer in the Son at St. John’s:  Though recent 
weather patterns seem to be most often wet and cool, we can expect that some of our days 
in the next three months will be at least warm, if not hot, and sunny.  This will be when 
we want to enjoy at least a little bit of our time outside with favorite activities.  Aside 
from the value of physical activity, there are some other health benefits of summer sun.  
Two things come to mind.  (1)  Sunshine is the very best source of Vitamin D.  (2) Long 
hours of daylight (think bright days with plenty of sunshine) have a positive impact on the mood of people and 
help prevent SAD (seasonal affective disorder – think depressing, dark days in January and February). 
 

(1) From the NIH Office of Dietary Supplements “Fact Sheet: Vitamin D” of May 2008 we learn that, “Your 
body makes Vitamin D when you are exposed to the ultraviolet B (UVB) rays in sunlight.  You probably need 
from 5 to 30 minutes of exposure to the skin on your face, arms, back or legs (without sunscreen) twice every 
week.  Since exposure to sunlight is a risk for skin cancer, you should use sunscreen after a few minutes in the 
sun.”  “The intensity of UVB rays is also reduced by clouds; pollution and UVB will not travel through glass, so 
sitting next to a window will not give you enough sunlight to make Vitamin D.”  
     “Vitamin D is found in oily fish like tuna and salmon as well as in fortified foods like milk and breakfast 
cereals.  You can also take Vitamin D supplements.  Vitamin D is necessary for absorption and utilization of 
calcium, so you need adequate amounts of Vitamin D for healthy bones.  A deficiency of Vitamin D in children 
will cause rickets in children and osteomalacia (soft bones due to calcium loss) in adults.  Research studies also 
suggest that getting enough Vitamin D may help to prevent high blood pressure, multiple sclerosis, and some 
forms of cancer.”  
 

(2) Seasonal Affective Disorder, according to Anie Kalayjian, professor of psychology at Fordham University 
in New York and president/founder of the Association for Disaster Outreach and Prevention, has a medically 
based research to support its validity.  As part of the Microsoft News article about Health and Fitness by Rich 
Maloof, Kalayjian says, “We know that people [with SAD] feel better with more exposure to light, which 
increases their melatonin and serotonin levels.”  SAD is a sympathetic human response to our environment. 
     “Both physiologically and emotionally, the body goes through a mini crisis at every season change,” 
explains Kalayjian.  Spring fever, in fact, is just as real a phenomenon: The medical community identifies 
dangerous seasonal upswings in mood as spring-summer hypomania.  More commonly, as the weather warms, 
people experience increased energy, decreased need for sleep and decreased appetite when the weather 
breaks—a curious set of symptoms sometimes recognized as “a good mood.” 
Says Kalayjian, “After a long winter of cold and snow, all of a sudden flowers are blossoming, birds are 
chirping, the days are getting longer and brighter. … You can see a boost of energy in our environment when 
buds are pushing through the snow.  And we are like that, too.” 
 

(3) Finally, just use some precautions.  Do not get too much of the “spring-summer hypomania of seasonal 
upswings in mood.”  Use your sunscreen for optimal protection as needed.  Use a hat or cap to shield head and 
face especially in mid day peak sun time between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  Wear eye protection and remember 
that lips and ears require special care, too.  Drink plenty of water to stay hydrated.  So, get out, get healthy, 
work and play, enjoy the sun, stay safe, and praise God for “His Mighty Wonders.”   
 

My wish is for Son-filled, fun-filled summer for All.  Parish Nurse Gary 
 
The Blood Pressure Screening dates: July 11 and 12 and August 8 and 9 
 
Health & Wellness Cabinet Meeting: Monday, July 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Parish Nurse Office hours: Thursday, July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30  
 Thursday, August 6, 13, 20, 27  
 New Times: 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
 The Parish Nurse Phone Number is: 716-213-6536  

 Located in Education House at 4516 N. Buffalo (next to the vacant lot) 



Important Information 
Farewell and Welcome To Council Members 
David Horn (President), Amanda Uglow (Secretary), Steve Pardee (Treasurer), Marty Karan (Property 
Board Chair), Rick Diehl (Social Ministry Chair), and Wendy Cicero (Youth Board Chair) have left the 
Council.  They have been great leaders, and we will miss them.  The new Council Members are: Mike Carr 
(President Elect), Mary McKee (Secretary), Tim Goldbach (Treasurer), John Bradley (Property Board 
Chair), Wes Simmons (Social Ministry Chair), and Donna Kois (Youth Board Chair).  We welcome you 
as new leaders of our church. 
 

Please Welcome Nick Kempski As Our New Organist 
Beginning July 12 our new organist will be Nick Kempski.  For the last nine years, he was the organist and 
choir director at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in West Seneca.  His wife, Kristen, grew up in that 
church.  They have two sons, Nick Jr. and Nate.  Nick studied music and piano performance at Villa Maria 
College and at the University of Buffalo.  He teaches piano and guitar on a full time basis.  Nick became an 
organist nine years ago through private lessons and by teaching himself.  Kristen, Nick, Nick Jr., and Nate will 
be joining our church.  Please welcome them.  We’re very blessed to have him as our new organist. 
 

Interim Spiritual Leadership 
During July Bob Foerster will preach, lead worship, and be our spiritual leader.  Hospital visits will be done by 
Parish Nurse Gary Gorline, June Meissner, or Mike Carr.  If a pastor is needed in July, Pastor Tom Lutz from 
St. Paul’s in Eden will be available.  Starting in August Dave Belasic, former district president and experienced 
interim pastor, will serve as our part time pastor until our new pastor begins.  We are blessed to have all these 
amazing people to serve our congregation. 
 

Men’ Bible Breakfast 
The Men’s Bible Study will not meet until September.  Be ready for a new look, new leaders, new days, and 
new times.  Until then, take a look at www.lhmmen.com to get ideas on how the Men’s Ministry at St. John’s 
has the potential to be radically different and relevant.  Stay connected to your Savior, and may God bless your 
spiritual faith journey. 
 

2009 Softball Schedule 
Date Day Time Diamond # Opponent Home/Away 

      
May 4 Monday 6:30 PM 4 Hamburg Wesleyan I Won 16-8 
May 14 Thursday 6:30 PM 2 Marilla First Baptist Lost 
May 18 Monday 8:15 PM 1 St Peter & Paul Lost  
June 4 Thursday 6:30 PM 3 Hamburg Wesleyan II Lost 
June 11 Thursday 6:30 PM 1 St Bernadette’s Won 8-5 
June 15 Monday 8:15 PM  Position Round Lost 
June 22 Monday 8:15 PM 1 St Peter & Paul Home 
June 29 Monday 6:30 PM 3 Hamburg Wesleyan I Home 
July 9 Thursday 6:30 PM 2 St Bernadette’s Home 
July 13 Monday 8:15 PM 2 Hamburg Wesleyan II Away 
July 20 Monday 6:30 PM 2 Marilla First Baptist Away 
July 30 Thursday 6:30 PM  Position Round  
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     (Delegate report of the 96th Convention of the Eastern District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod June 
12 and 13, 2009, Daemen College, Buffalo, New York, with special thanks to Bob Foerster for his timely 
communication.) 
     With a theme "TRANSFORMING LIVES FOR TIME AND ETERNITY" one hundred ninety-two 
voting delegates and one hundred eighteen non-voting delegates gathered to focus on the opportunity and the 
challenge to respond to Jesus' invitation to join Him on a mission to transform lives for time and eternity.  If 
you are interested in more details than what is below, go to www.lcmsed.org.      
     Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher of St. Luke (Cheektowaga, NY) was elected as District President.  Rev. Karl 
Haeussler of St. Paul (North Tonawanda, NY) as First Vice President (Buffalo Region) and Mr. David Muck 
(North Tonawanda) as Layperson are the area representatives to the District Board of Directors.  These 
individuals are a major part of our church leadership and deserve to be in our prayers. 
     The election of the Rev. Alex Knowles of St. Peter (Lockport, NY) as the new Chair for the Board of 
Pioneer Ministries has a definite local importance.  Also of local import was the re-election of Rev. Daniel 
Wurster of Redeemer (Colden, NY) as our Buffalo South Circuit Counselor.  Let us rejoice with each of these 
pastors who is involved in ministry activities that directly affect our church at St. John’s. 
     In terms of other elections with direct local effect were the caucus results of the Buffalo South Circuit 
representatives to the 2010 LCMS Convention.  Jenn Evans of Trinity (West Seneca) is the layperson, and Rev. 
Ron Sprehe of St. Martin (Colden) is the pastoral delegate.  For any who would be interested in the business of 
our church, these are the contact people.  
     Finally, from a personal point of view, I want to thank the people of St. John’s for the privilege of 
representing you at the Convention.  It was good to see many friends of Jesus that I have known for more than a 
few years.  The Bible studies based on II Corinthians were quite inspiring as we can know that we are 
transformed, transformers, and transforming.  The several devotions, banquet celebration of ministries, and 
closing communion service were truly memorable.  Please feel free to contact me if you would like to have 
more details on the activities of the two very busy days.   
 Respectfully submitted, Gary G. Gorline 
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Summer is here and we have a month to prepare for our Vacation Bible School Program, “Gadget’s Garage – 
Jesus Makes All Things New.”  Mary Wellington has been busy buying supplies, brain-storming craft ideas, 
and meeting with decorating volunteers.  Now we need your help.  We need site guides, craft-tent people, 
kitchen helpers, adult playground supervisors, additional decorating people, and registration volunteers.  Did 
you check out the large VBS display in the Narthex?  If you would like to make a donation to our program, take 
one (or more) of the Gadget cards and purchase the item(s).  When you bring your purchase back to church, just 
leave it in the box next to the display.  Please be a part of VBS this year, and help us show the love of Jesus to 
the children of this church and community.  You can sign-up to help by checking the Fellowship of Worship 
Form or calling the church office (662-4747).  
 

Hopefully everyone has had a chance to say goodbye to Dennis and Barb.  As I am writing this article, the party 
is still a week away; but I am confident that there will be lots of laughs, countless tears, and many expressions 
of love and appreciation.  During the vacancy, many people are stepping in to cover Dennis’ duties.  An Elder 
or Deacon has been assigned to every service in July and August to oversee worship preparation.  Bob Foerster 
will be preaching for the month of July, and Dave Belasic will be filling in as interim beginning August 1.  We 
have people who will make hospital visits, and the staff is available wherever we are needed.  The Call 
Committee has been working hard, and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, a new pastor will be called to St. 
John’s.  In the meantime, our job is to pray for guidance, attend worship, support each other, and use our time, 
talents and treasures to continue the ministry of St. John’s.  We are blessed to have had 15 years of Pastor 
Dennis’ leadership.  St. John’s will continue to be a church “Where everybody is somebody and Christ is Lord.” 



July Verse A Day From Matthew 
 

Jl 1 23:3 Jesus said to the crowds, “Therefore, do whatever the Pharisees teach you and follow it; but do not 
do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach.” 

Jl 2 23:12 “All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Jl 3 23:25 Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you clean the outside of the cup 

and of the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.” 
Jl 4 23:37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!  How 

often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings.” 
Jl 5 24:5 “For many will come in My name, saying, “I am the Messiah!”  And they will lead many astray.” 
Jl 6 24:9 Jesus said, “Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be 

hated by all nations because of My name.” 
Jl 7 24:14 Jesus explained, “And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as 

a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come.” 
Jl 8 24:23 Then if anyone says to you, “Look!  Here is the Messiah!” or “There he is!”  Do not believe it. 
Jl 9 24:44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
Jl 10 25:14 “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them.” 
Jl 11 25:21 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 

few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 
Jl 12 25:35 Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, I was a sick and you took care of Me.” 
Jl 13 25:40 And the King will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of My family, you did it to me.” 
Jl 14 26:2 “After two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 
Jl 15 26:4 The chief priests and the elders conspired to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill Him.  But they said, 

“Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 
Jl 16 26:7 A woman came to Him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on His head. 
Jl 17 26:12 Jesus said, “By pouring this ointment on My body, she has prepared Me for burial.” 
Jl 18 26:15 Judas said, “What will you give me if I betray Him to you?”  They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 
Jl 19 26:18 Jesus said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The Teacher says, My time is near; 

I will keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.” 
Jl 20 26:24 Jesus said, “The Son of Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of 

Man is betrayed!  It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 
Jl 21 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it He broke it, gave it to the 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 
Jl 22 26:27 Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks He gave it to them, saying “Drink from it, all of you; 

for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 
Jl 23 26:34 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny Me three times.” 
Jl 24 26:39 And going a little farther, Jesus threw Himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not what I want, but what You want.” 
Jl 25 26:45 Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?  See, 

the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.” 
Jl 26 26:47 While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 
Jl 27 26:48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The One I will kiss is the Man, arrest Him.” 
Jl 28 26:55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as 

though I were a bandit?  Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest Me.” 
Jl 29 26:59 The whole council was looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put Him to 

death, but at first they could find none to lie about Him. 
Jl 30 26:65 Then the high priest tore His clothes and said, “He has blasphemed!  Why do we still need 

witnesses?  You have now heard His blasphemy.” 
Jl 31 26:67 The leaders of the Jewish Council spat in His face and struck Him; and some slapped Him. 



August Verse A Day From Matthew 
 

Ag 1 26:69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.  A servant-girl come to him and said, “You also 
were with Jesus the Galilean.”  But he denied it before all of them. 

Ag 2 26:74 Then he began to curse, and swore, “I do not know the Man!”  At that moment the cock crowed. 
Ag 3 26:75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny Me three 

times.”  And he went out and wept bitterly. 
Ag 4 27:5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, Judas went out and hanged himself. 
Ag 5 27:11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked Him, “Are You the King of the 

Jews?”  Jesus said, “You say so.”  But He would not answer the accusations of the chief priests. 
Ag 6 27:17 So after the crowd had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, 

Jesus Barabbas or Jesus Who is called the Messiah?” 
Ag 7 27:19 While Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with 

that innocent Man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about Him.” 
Ag 8 27:22 Pilate said to the crowd, “Then what should I do with Jesus Who is called the Messiah?”  All of 

them said, “Let Him be crucified!”  Pilate asked, “What evil has He done?” 
Ag 9 27:24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some 

water and washed his hands, saying, “I am innocent of the Man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
Ag 10 27:29 And after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on His head.  They put a reed in His right 

hand and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
Ag 11 27:30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head.  They led Him away to the cross. 
Ag 12 27:32 They came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry His cross. 
Ag 13 27:34 They offered Him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when He tasted it, He would not drink it. 
Ag 14 27:37 Over His head they put the charge against Him, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
Ag 15 27:38 Then two bandits were crucified with Him, one of His right and one on His left. 
Ag 16 27:40 The crowd shouted, “You Who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself!  

If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 
Ag 17 27:45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  
Ag 18 27:46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 

God, My God why have You forsaken Me?” 
Ag 19 27:48 One of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to Him. 
Ag 20 28:50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed His last. 
Ag 21 27:51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and 

the rocks were split.  
Ag 22 27:54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this Man was God’s Son!” 
Ag 23 27:58 Joseph went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 
Ag 24 27:60 Joseph laid the body of Jesus in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock.  He then rolled 

a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 
Ag 25 27:64 The Pharisees said “Command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise His 

disciples may go and steal Him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’”  
Ag 26 28:2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
Ag 27 28:6 The angel said, “He is not here; He has been raised, as He said.  Come see the place where He lay.” 
Ag 28 28:9 Suddenly Jesus met the women and said, “Greetings!”  And they came to Him, took hold of His 

feet, and worshipped Him.  Jesus sent the women to tell His disciples what they saw. 
Ag 29 28:13 “You must say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’” 
Ag 30 28:19 Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
Ag 31 28:20 “And teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with 

you always, to the end of age.” 
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Aug. 1 Charlotte Bernard Aug. 11 Connor Bowman Aug. 22 Robert Krothaler 
 Barbara Kowalski  Julianne Nichols  Shannon Bogumil 
 Dick Van Valkenburg  Jacob Hanania  Nicole Haseley 
Aug. 2 Rosemary Gedra Aug. 12 Evelyn Pirson  Samantha Shoop 
 Griffin Smith  Kelly Marczynski  Dean Smith 
 Mark Hooper  Emily Steck  Abigail Kraus 
Aug. 3 Melinda Davis Aug. 13 Sarah Hodson Aug. 23 Sharon Bogumil 
 Peggy Smith  Jason Roth  Jodie Cappelli 
Aug. 4 Christie Burgwardt Aug. 14 Leah Egloff  Mallory Ward 
 Laura Kiefhaber Aug. 15 James Bourne Jr. Aug. 24 Geraldine Burgwardt 
 Riley Bartels  Madeline Brinkerhoff  Len Govenettio 
 Lisa Forehand  Caylie Roth  Daniel Strain 
 Elise Forrest Aug. 16 Evan Schonour  Alexander Bohosian 
Aug. 5 Brian Adamczak  Brookelyn Vicaretti  Scott Bohosian 
Aug. 6 Lori Govenettio Aug. 17 Karen Jones  Anneliese Henrich 
 Joe Boyer  Larry Kois Aug. 25 Heather McMaster 
 Brianna Fisher  Richard Winchell  Lynn Sipprell 
 Alexander Baldauf Aug. 18 Lauren Kelly  Megan Haseley 
 Katarina Laubisch  Eric O’Connor  Laurie Weeks 
 Elizabeth Lemieux  Mary Beth Van Lew  David Lawton 
Aug. 7 Tim Goldbach  Tylor Fodor Aug. 27 Michael Goldbach 
 Denise Boyer  Amy Stacey  Kaitlyn Meyer 
 Bailey Buckley  Jacob Wills  Hank Heppner 
 William Krentz Aug. 19 Mike Carr Aug. 28 Gertrude Baun 
 John Meka  Robert Davis  Lauren Smith 
Aug. 8 Kristen Omphalius  Andrew Bieler  Daniel Sullivan 
Aug. 9 Bethany Wojcik  Meredith Adamczak Aug. 29 Jill Edwards-Tills 
 Randy DeWolfe  Pearl Omphaluis  David Maltby 
Aug. 10 Sue Gallagher  Linda Czechowicz  Abby Pohlman 
 Tanya Bowman Aug. 20 Carol Stauffer Aug. 30 Eleanor Reukauf 
 Maura Wellington Aug. 21 John Bradley  Ryan Van Lew 
 Paula Gwitt  Tessa Vabnick  Robbie Volo 
 Marcus Maltby  James Wheeler  Marcia Groth 
Aug. 11 Dorothy Pohlman  Joseph Wheeler Aug. 31  Nathan Holenski 
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Date 4:00 5:30 8:00 9:15 10:30 Total 2008 Gen. Fund Bldg.Fd. S.S % Bdgt Over/Under 
5-23/24 22 53 43 117 108 343 423 $6,111.00 $235.00 62 101.3% $2,400.08 
5/30/31 35 65 62 123 284 569 631 $8,540.60 $885.00 58 101.2% $2,285.68 

6-6/7 34 76 55 148 134 447 443 $12,100.25 $235.00 40 102.8% $5,730.93 
6-13/14 32 68 48 160 140 448 449 $8,161.00 $130.00 59 102.5% $5,236.93 
6-20/21 49 91 61 172 115 488 456 $8,579.00 $15.00 57 102.4% $5,160.93 

Total 172 353 269 720 781 2295 2402 $43,491.85 $15,855.00 276   
Average 34 71 54 144 156 459 480 $8,698.37 $3,171.00    



 

Remembering hands 
 

By Donna Kois – In memory of both her parents 
 
 
 

Remembering loving hands holding my small hands as I ran to keep up 
 hands holding my hood when I was to tired to reach up 
 hands lifting me up, touching my head while tucking me into bed 
 
Remembering strong hands hold me steady as I learned to ride a bike 

hands rubbing my back when I was afraid in the night 
 hands on my shoulders guiding my direction right. 
 
Remembering frustrated hands as I challenged and fought 
 hands angry as I stated, “I know it all” 
 hands wringing with worry when I stayed out too late 
 
Remembering loving hands on my wedding day 
 hands helping me with my dress and pearl necklace 
 hands holding my now adult hands, giving me away 
 
Remembering joyful hands clapping as talk of grandchildren came up 
 hands eagerly reaching out to hold the new bundle of joy 
 on hands and knees playing with delight! 
 
Remembering weak hands hold my now stronger hands 
 hands struggling to do what they did before 
 hands uncertain of the mystery of old age 
 
Remembering frail hands holding my worried, but loving hands 
 hands together facing the medical struggles that came their way 
 hands held together through it all, as promised long ago 
 
Remembering…my own hands are beginning to look older now 
 hands looking at pictures as stories are told 
 hands missing their parents hands to love and to hold 
 
Remembering now with a smile…pure hands nailed to a cross 
 the promise that bring to those who believe 
 a chance to hold hands together for eternity! 



MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 
June, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Row – George and Marianne Bronner, Bill and Chicki Laipple, Nancy Wohlhueter, Laura Stephan,  
2nd Row – Mike Cicero, Sara Austin, Eric Vergien, Don Wohlhueter, Karen and Dick Pohlman, 

3rd Row – Terry Vergien, Leslee and Ken Hartwig, Cherie Kadi, Pastor Dennis 
 



 The Diamonds in the Rough 
The Diamonds will meet on Tuesday, July 7 at 1:00 p.m. to plan their August summer 
picnic and play trivia games.  They leave at 5:45 p.m. on Friday, July 3 for the Buffalo 
Philharmonics, Fireworks, and the Buffalo Bison’s Baseball.  Please call Evie and Bob 
(662-4747).   
 

Women’s Guild News 
The Women’s Guild will hold their annual picnic at Hillcrest Grove on Thursday, July 7 
at 12:00 noon.  Please bring a dish to pass.  Their meeting in September will be dinner at 
Pegasus Restaurant in Hamburg.  There is no August meeting. 
 

Fellowship Board News 
The Fellowship Board meeting will be Monday, July 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Room II.  They will be 
planning the upcoming Church Picnic on Sunday, August 9 from 12:30 – 5:00 p.m.  The fun cannot happen 
without the help!  Please check the Fellowship of Worship form to help with set up and clean up.  Sign up 
sheets will be in the Narthex.  Please put your name and names and ages of your children attending for prizes 
and games.  If you are planning on attending, please, please sign up as they need a count for 
the meat, paper products, and prizes. 
 

Pioneer’s Annual Summerfest is Sunday July 12 with worship at 10:30 
with Dr. John Brunner.  There will be a Chicken BBQ from 11:30 - 3:30, music, 
entertainment, games, bounce house, beach activities and more!!  All day adult 
ticket $10, children 4-12-$5, under 3 FREE.  This is a Thrivent Fundraising Event 
with all proceeds benefiting the “Take A Break” camp for the children of the 

military who have served, are currently serving, or who will be deployed.  For tickets see Lin Carr (674-9050) 
or Karen Echtenkamp (662-4747). 
 

Women of St. John’s Picnic 
On Wednesday, July 15 at 6:00 p.m. the girls will meet at Chestnut Ridge Park.  Follow the 
paper plate signs to the site.  Please bring a dinner type salad or dessert and your own 
beverage.  Paper goods will be supplied.  Most of all bring a friend!  If you have questions, 
please call Debbie Sciortino or Jane Dash (662-4747) to sign up. 
 

Spirit Led Sings at the Ice Cream Social 
Quaker Days Ice Cream Social will be held this year on Friday, July 24 at 7:00 p.m.  Bring 
your friends for free lemonade and listen to Spirit Led right outside the doors of the church.  
Please check the Fellowship of Worship form if you would like to help with this fun event.   
 

 
Now that the flowers are planted, the watering crew takes over watering the flower beds 
and the pachysandra under the church sign.  They are:  Wendy Cicero, Neva Alles, 
Maria and Adam Chirico, Lisa Derrisaw, Kimberly Kam is, Evie and Bob King, 
Barb Kowalski, Marlene and Jay Meyer, Gloria Mitchell, Barbara and Bill 
Reichert, Wendy Nichols, and Shaffner Family.  Let’s pray for a long hot summer! 



 

 
Diamonds in the Rough 
The Diamonds will hold their annual picnic at Hillcrest Grove 

on Tuesday, August 4 at 12:00 noon.  Please bring your white elephant and a 
dish to pass (no desserts).  September 13-17 they will travel to Ocean City, 
Maryland to visit the Harrington Casino and Raceway, a shipwreck museum, 
tour the Nassau Valley Winery, sail the Assateague Explorer, and much, 
much more.  The cost of $445.00 per person includes 4 nights lodging, 4 
breakfasts, and 3 full course dinners including Phillip’s Crab House.  Please 

call Evie and Bob King (662-4747) to reserve a spot on this fantastic trip. 
 

 
The Annual Family Church Picnic is Sunday, August 9 
from 12:30 – 5:00 p.m. (rain or shine).  Please bring a dish to pass and 
beverages.  You can sign up in the Narthex or on the Fellowship of 
Worship form.  Names and ages of children for prizes and games will be 
needed when families sign up.  Help is needed with set-up and clean-up 
too!  Please, please sign up if you are planning on attending as they 
need a count for the meat, paper products, and prizes.   

 

The next Fellowship Meeting is Wednesday, July 13, 7:00 p.m. 
*************************************************** ************************************** 
 

Cats Meow Replica of St. John’s 
Please help Sharon gain more leg room under her desk by buying a Cats Meow Replica of St. John’s.  The cost 
is $7.50 or 2 for $15.00.  You can see one up at the Welcome Center.  They make great baptism or wedding 
remembrances.  Please call the office (662-4747) to get yours.   
 

St. John’s Christian Preschool 
The preschool has a few afternoon openings in both the 3 year old and the 3/4 blended classes.  Registrations 
forms are in the church office.  School starts the week of September 14 with the orientation letter going out mid 
August.  Have a great and safe summer; and keep those cans and bottles coming! 

 
Sunday School 
Registration forms will be in the September Newsletter for the 2009–2010 Sunday School Year.  
Please think about how you can help next September.  We will be looking for teachers, teachers’ aids, 
presenters, and volunteers to help Norma Carbeck with getting supplies ready for each week.  It would be very 
much appreciated if you can help even one or two weeks during the school year.  Thank you Norma Carbeck 
for your countless time and dedication this past year.   

Have a great and safe summer.  See you on September 13.   
Don’t forget to come to church during the summer.   

Jesus does not take a summer vacation! 
Don’t forget about Vacation Bible School August 3-7, 9. 

Sunday School Teacher Meeting: Wednesday, August 12 at 7:00 p.m. 
Board of Education Meeting: Wednesday, August 12 at 8:00 p.m. 



Did You Know????? 
That the Bogumil Family would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and support upon the death of 
Tim’s dad, Clarence and for Tim’s arm surgery.  Your thoughtfulness was very much appreciated.  
That Jennifer Goldbach is working as a Software Engineer at Lockheed Martin in Greenbelt, MD this summer.  
That Matthew Horn did the Graduate Tribute shown on Sunday, June 21.  The tribute was a record 20 High 
School and College graduates.  Thank you, Matt, for doing a fantastic job.  Congratulations to all graduates! 
That Elizabeth Blackley, Timothy Felong, and Carl Milazzo were inducted in the Orchard Park High School 
National Honor Society.  Congratulations! 
That Courtney Hanania won the Sue Hinners Memorial Scholarship Award for earning the highest overall 
academic average in the BOCES program.  Congratulations! 
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July 1 Dorothy Beck July 10 Ethan Buckley July 20 Gillian Cady 
 Susan Goldbach  Michelle Kraus  Shelly Szpara 
 Wendy Nichols  Candy De Wolfe  Abigail Wilczak 
 Machelle Pohlman July 11 Abigail McDonnell  Matthew Kois 
 Anthony Smith  Abigail Uglow July 21 Don Galley 
July 2 Linda Ziehm July 12 Mark Baun  Matt Horn  
 Gary Reinhardt  Rob Ziehm  Bob Krueger 
 Matthew Kohler  Samantha Will  Caitlin Riley 
 Peter Marek  Drake Cole July 22 Michael Majchrzak 
July 3 Nick Vicaretti  Kelly Vargo  Deborah Sciortino 
July 4 Hans Eberlin July 13 Elaine Connelly  Don Wohlhueter 
 George Knaisch  Amanda Moeller July 23 Betty Simmons 
 Charles Kowalske  Russell Cavanaugh July 24 William O’Neill 
 Anastasia Krantz July 14 Gale O’Connor  Sarah Vabnick 
 Samantha Emerling  Morgan Smith  Lily Bosiacki 
July 5 Felicia Fantas  Heather Liddle July 25 Charles Reukauf 
 Karie Wellington July 15 Sally Stephen  JoAnn Herr 
July 6 Courtney Rondeau  Brett Laubisch  Randy Burgwardt 
 Kevin Dash July 16 Chris Stresing July 26 Connie Matthews 
 Anna Ferguson  Nicholas Marek  Amy Dickman 
 Dean Cole  Monica Hall  Lisa Pagels 
 Payton Smith  Gregory Owczarzak  Peg Kasper 
 Bob Wilczak  Linda Van Valkenburgh  Brian Szafranski 
July 7 John Blackley July 17 Diane Scherer July 27 Alyssa Bartels 
 Emily McDonnell  Tiffany Persons  Melissa Boswell 
 Matigan Fitzgerald  William Rave July 28 Maria Shea 
 Taryn Smith July 18 Kevin Omphalius  Charles Kasper 
 Kevin Smith  Brady Bowman  Linda Messing 
 Linda Engel  Drew Bowman  Janine Nietopski 
July 8 Shari White  Kim Ferguson July 29 Thomas Jolls 
 Brian Derrisaw  Heather Maggiore  Connie Radt 
July 9 Adam Kapaun  Shannon Kasper July 30 Paul Volo 
 Courtney Hanania  Ryan Menz  Alexandra Boswell 
 Noah Christman July 19 Tyler Pohlman July 31 Don Pritchard 
July 10 Herb Pirson  Terry Vergien  Gerald Dieter 
 Dale Jolls  Noah Laing  Beverly Gernold 
 Brett Pirro  Edward Omphalius  Jennifer Cappelli 
 Norma Carbeck July 20 Ruth Heichberger  Russ Kamis 
 Herbert Pirson  Adolph Rave  Laura Joyce 



CONFIRMATION FAITH JOURNEYS 
 

Confirmands shared their faith journeys at church.  Since our members couldn’t hear the ones from the other 
services, we are printing them in the upcoming newsletters.  They will inspire you. 

 
What Holy Communion Means To Me................................................................................by Thomas Stephen 
You can either be close to God or far away from Him.  You can be close to God during Holy Communion and 
far away from Him when you are mad at everybody.  I was the closest to God on my sixth birthday.  I was at 
my grandma’s house in her basement, and I ran into a pipe.  I had to go to the hospital and get stitches, but I 
knew God was by my side helping me get through that tough time.  Confirmation has brought me closer to God 
by teaching me more about Him and helping me learn things I didn’t know about Him.  I was the farthest from 
God when I was going through some hard times at school.  I wanted to be alone, and I didn’t want to talk to 
anyone, not even to God.  I now know that when I have my first Communion, I will become a man of God and a 
man in His kingdom.  I will eat the wafer which is Jesus’ body and drink the wine which is His blood.  Getting 
confirmed means that I am giving my life to God and becoming a man in His kingdom.  When you get 
confirmed, you should take Communion whenever it is offered.  When you are a man or woman in God’s 
kingdom, you should tell people about Him, pray to Him, praise Him, serve Him, read the Bible every day and 
go to church.  When you go up to get Communion every Sunday, you either drink wine out of the common cup 
or the little glass.  I think when you are confirmed you should take Communion every time it is offered because 
it is a chance to get all of your sins forgiven.  Jesus started Holy Communion on the day of the Last Supper by 
taking the bread and saying to the disciples that this was His body given for them.  He took the wine and said, 
“This is my blood shed for you for the remission of sins.”  I am so glad that there is Communion offered in my 
church so that God can take away and forgive my sins every week.  It also gives me strength to live the 
Christian life.  Holy Communion will help me to experience the presence of Jesus in my life.   
 
What God The Father Means To Me....................................................................................by Jessica Bogumil 
God the Father means more to me than anything.  Most people would say the same thing, and you’ll wonder 
why.  It’s based on more than how much you worship and what you think of Him.  It’s based on personal 
experiences with God.  God is in everyone’s life, but in different ways.  Some people just refuse to have Him in 
their lives.  I’ve had many inspiring personal experiences with God.  In some ways they’ve brought me the 
closest I ever was to God, and in other ways they brought me the farthest.  Some times I feel as if I’m forgetting 
about God and that He’s just a person I have to love on Sundays for two hours.  I don’t like to feel that way, but 
normally there is a reason for it.  The time I felt closest to God was when I started Confirmation.  I felt like now 
I was loved by God even more, although He had always cared about me the same way.  I started to get more and 
more involved in the church as the months went on.  As I got involved, I felt that God was with me through 
everything.  I could almost feel Him inside of me.  I felt important in the church and like my life had been 
turned around.  That still goes on now.  I feel like God is a part of who I am and that He’s changed me for the 
better.  I started to want to be at church more than anywhere else.  I wanted to spend all my time there and think 
of ways that I could get more people involved.  I thought that God had pulled me closer to Him and that it was 
possible for me to do anything.  The time that I felt farthest from God was when my best friend was in a bad 
accident.  I got a phone call saying that he had fallen off his bike and was bleeding traumatically and 
unconscious.  He had a concussion, a broken hand, and excessive amounts of skin gone from his face, skull, and 
most of his body.  He had been in the hospital for one day already, and I was beyond upset.  We had been 
arguing for a while before this had happened.  The doctors told us that if he would have hit the pavement one 
millimeter away on his head from where he did, he could have had permanent brain damage.  After this 
happened, I couldn’t bear to think that I was angry with this person who was now fighting for a regular life.  I 
felt like God had abandoned me.  I thought, “How could He have let me be angry at this person and then let this 
happen to him?”  I was furious, and I couldn’t begin to think how God could possibly care about me and let this 
happen.  That weekend I went to church and basically ignored God.  Later I thought that maybe God had let this 
happen so that I could see how short life is and there isn’t time to be arguing with people that you care about.  I 
prayed that my friend would be okay.  I also had asked God to forgive me for putting Him out of my life.  Soon 
I learned that my friend had been let out of the hospital early.  He was fine and in better condition than they had  



Confirmation Faith Journeys Continue 
 

thought he would be.  I was ecstatic.  I thought that my praying had helped him.  He made a quick recovery 
from the concussion.  I was grateful.  I now know that even though it may not seem like it, God is always there 
for you.  Everything that He does has a reason, and good will come out of it somehow.  People may not agree 
with how I view God, and they may think I’m wrong.  That doesn’t matter to me.  What God means to me is all 
because of what I’ve learned from Him and what He has done for me.  I don’t want to just read the Bible and 
say that I love Him.  I’ve taken time to think of what He means to me and why.  What He means to me 
eventually will change over time.  One thing I know for sure is that He will always be a huge part of my life, 
and no one can ever change that.  God is the most important part of my faith journey. 
 
What Baptism Means To Me......................................................................................................by Troy Ludtka 
Baptism to me means the official start of someone’s faith journey in life.  Baptism is when the Holy Spirit 
enters the person after the water has been put on his or her head.  Jesus washes away the person’s sins, and 
God announces to the whole world that he or she is part of His kingdom.  In Baptism we are born again into a 
relationship with Jesus.  I think Baptism is the first level of becoming a follower of Jesus Christ.  When I was 
baptized, I remember a huge sense of enlightenment and care.  It is now that I understand that it was the 
entering of the Holy Spirit.  I am the most connected with God during a normal day or when something goes 
really well.  However, I am the least connected to God when things aren’t going well.  I am usually the least 
connected when I get test grades back in Science, because that is the time of day when I get the worst grades.  
Nevertheless, I am the most connected to God when I am in classes like Math, English, or History.  The 
amount of times that I pray varies depending on the kind of day I have.  If I had a bad day, I am going to pray 
a lot and hope that the day turns around into a good night’s sleep.  But if I have a good day, I am going to pray 
less due to the excitement of the day.  Although it is good to have a mix of good and bad days to balance out 
my life, I need to be close to God on good and bad days.  Baptism, however, is another story.  It only happens 
once in your life.  My Baptism was one of the most important events in my life.  My Baptism was very 
important because it was the start of my faith journey.  God gave me a new life and filled me with grace and 
acceptance.  Because of my Baptism, I can now be confirmed, take Holy Communion, and be a life long 
follower of Jesus Christ.  As I continue to follow Christ, I will strive to serve God and others by giving ten 
percent of my earnings and time back to God.  The Holy Spirit gives me a commitment to Christ and to my 
faith journey.  I look forward to a bright future connecting with Christ and becoming a life long follower of 
God. 
 

What Prayer Means To Me..............................................................................................by Samantha Shaffner 
What is prayer?  When you’re young, it’s the cute little prayers you learn to say before you eat like, rub a dub 
dub; thanks for the grub.  YEY God!, or the Superman prayer that Nicole taught us.  You may say the prayer 
your parents taught you to say before you go to bed.  But what does prayer really mean?  In the dictionary 
prayer is defined as “an act of communion with God, a god, or another object of worship, such as in devotion, 
confession, praise, or thanksgiving.”  However, pastor says that prayer is talking with God.   So how should I 
define it?  As I was thinking, when this question came to me.  When was I really praying or was I just going 
through the motions for the benefit of others?  My faith journey truly started when I was living in a small town 
in West Virginia, where I was baptized in the Baptist Church, dedicating my life to Christ, putting my journey 
in motion.  Then I moved and started to drift away from that feeling I had down there.  I was going through the 
motions.  I felt so distant, never fully satisfied with what I did or even wanted to do.  My grades were slipping 
and I just didn’t quite care what happened to me anymore.  But I would put on a face and fake it.  Then my two 
best friends brought me to the HUB at the Wesleyan church in Hamburg for Wednesday Overdrive.  About a 
month or so ago, a speaker was talking about our journeys that we take with God, and how we can be close to 
Him at one moment, but very far at others.  What I realized in that fifteen minutes was that the life that was far 
from God that he was describing was mine to a tee.  He said that if you are feeling far from God and want to be 
back with Him, then to pray with Him.  So I did, and I finally understood and had a mountaintop experience.  
So now every Wednesday I feel the same way all over again.  At the moment I thought of this, I finally came up 
with the answer to what prayer means to me.  It means connecting with God, asking for His help, and praising 
Him while He leads me down the right path with Him at my side. 
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